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INDUSTRIAL COLLEGE OF THE ARMED FORCES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 


17 April 1961 




The President 
The White House 
Washington 25, D* C, 

Dear Mr, President: 

The purpose of this letter is to outline a suggestion that 
might be helpful in speeding up progress being made in our 
rocket and space programs. Undoubtedly a great amount of 
planning, effort, and results have already been accomplished in 
this field of endeavor. Therefore, the following suggestion may 
be entirely superfluous and considered elementary by those persons 
who are more knowledgeable in these activities. 

I would like to suggest that an accelerated espionage program 
be provided with unlimited funds even in the amount of one billion 
dollars if necessary, for use in espionage activities with the only 
objective and purpose being to obtain information on Russian rocket 
engine and space projects. 

From a layman's point of view, it would appear that the 
Russians made great advances in the field of atomic energy by 
the employment of effective espionage techniques in the United 
States, Canada and Great Britain. Therefore, it would seem that 
the United States could also gain vital information from Russian 
sources provided that the financial rewards were great enough to 
be appealing. ° ' 

It appears that unless the United States makes rapid gains 
in our space and rocket programs the prestige of the United States 
will decline and the position of the Russians will be greatly increased 
from a propaganda standpoint. Consequently every means possible 
should be pursued toward this end. 
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I feel certain that probably great efforts are being made 
along the lines suggested above but feel that any additional gains 
that could be derived by the expenditure of more funds in this 
endeavor would be of great benefit to the United States. 


Respectfully yours, 




JACK V. PORTER 
Major, USAF 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr, President: 

The purpose of this letter is to outline a suggestion that 
might be helpful in speeding up progress being made in our 
rocket and space programs. Undoubtedly a great amount of 
planning, effort, and results have already been accomplished in 
this field of endeavor. Therefore, the following suggestion may- 
be entirely superfluous and considered elementary by those persons 
who are more knowledgeable in these activities. 

I would like to suggest that an accelerated espionage program 
be provided with unlimited funds even in the amount of one billion 
dollars if necessary, for use in espionage activities with the only 
objective and purpose being to obtain information on Russian rocket 
engine and space projects. 

From a layman's point of view, it would appear that the 
Russians made great advances in the field of atomic energy by 
the employment of effective espionage techniques in the United 
States; Canada and Great Britain. Therefore, it would seem that 
the United States could also gain vital information from Russian 
sources provided that the financial rewards were great enough to 
be appealing. 

It appears that unless the United States makes rapid gains 
in our space and rocket programs the prestige of the .United States 
will decline and the position of the Russians will be greatly increased 
from a propaganda standpoint. Consequently every means possible 
should be pursued toward this end. 
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I feel certain that probably great efforts are being made 
along the lines suggested above but feel that any additional gains 
that could be derived by the expenditure of more funds in this 
endeavor would be of great benefit to the United States. 

Respectfully yours. 


JACKV. PORTER 
Major, USA F 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Dulles: 


As you will note, this letter was sent to 
the President and it was forwarded to us from the 
White House. I have sent a copy to Boh Amory for 
his information and preparation of an appropriate 
reply. 

This letter was forwarded to us from the 
White House without any instructions as to the 
action to he taken. 


t' 

AAB „ 

5 May 61 

(DATE) 
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